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U 3. Sectctc.ly of Ducns\ Melvm T:aud
is wpom'd to be considering a major in-
nova‘uon at the Peatagon, a civilian to be
iy charge of intelligence gathering and
cvahzqtmrf And high time,

One of the very-big lessons which came
out of the “Pentagon Papers” was that
Pentagon Jmelhgence was different all
through the Vietnam war period fror in-
telligence gathered at CIA (Ceniml In-
tdlwonre Amncy) and at the State De-

s partinent's Bureau of Intelligence and Re-

search (INR). And there scems to be
little doubt about: which was tne more
reliable, )

~The Pentagon's J'nteliigence from its
own sources was guilly. all through of
undervestimating the capabilitiés of the
other side and of overestimating what
‘various levels of American fcnces could
accoraplish. The most per tinent fact nbout
it.is that in 1865 Tyndon’ Tonmon agreed
to. the commitment of ‘a hall amillion
Americans to Vietnam on the a%u'npuon
that it would be all over succo%mll/ in
ample timne for the 1868 election,

Had President Johnsen-listened to CIA
and State Department intelligence rather
than to Pentagon mtelhdcnr‘c he would:
not have made hatxmstam Their reports

and estimates were con Astently closer to.

rezlity.

"The reason for the chﬁewpcc is Plair
enough. CIA and State’s INR are b(nh
staffed b_/ fulltime professionals in in-
telligence” work, most of them civilians,
There are a good many former military
men in these services, but they are men

(and women) wno havn _gone pnmn-’
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nontly mto mtdhgcnco not Just for-
short tour of duty.

Military intelligence is }ka\/lly stefmc
and always 50 f(u‘ headad, by officers to
whor it is a. temporary duty Letween
regular service tours. They are not profes-
sionals devcting their entire time to in-
telligence, Nov are they civilians who can
see such mialters from a nons ervicc-con--
nected point of view. It ig difficult for a
Army, Navy or Air Yorce officer to ior
get his own service when h andlmﬁ intelli-
gence: His inevitable tendency is to hear,
seo, and sfress any information or pui-
ported information which will enhance
the role of” h1< own service, particularly if
he is going on in that service,

Ideally, the Pentagon would take its in-
telligence from’ CIA 2nd INR. CIA has
no ax o grind but its own, and there is
really almost nothing it can want which
it dogcsn™t alveady have — - including rela-
tive anony muy and total free dom from
detailed scrutiny in the' Congress. A
select cornmitice of Congress goes over
11\, budget every year. Mwh of it'is totally
secret. There are never any debates on

- the CIA. budget in Congress. The comimit-
~tee is always generous to CIA, It has no

special reason to twrn out anything hut
the most objeclive in :e]hgum(, it can mm-
age to preduce.

The Pentagon won't take its intelli-
gence from the CIA. Human nature
doesu’t work like that. But it would help
to have a nonservice-connacted civilian in

charge of Penlagen intelligence. It would
reduce the likelihood of anomel VL_mam

Cwar,

!
t
i
i

-



